
August 18, 2022 

 
Dear HPS School Community, 

 

As the summer is coming to a close and a new school year is set to start on September 1, 2022, Hunterdon Preparatory 
School (HPS) has been preparing for a safe return to school. As always, our first goal is to maintain the health and safety 
of our students and staff members while they are at school.  We use information we have received from the Office of 
the Governor, the NJ Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to guide the development of our 
Safe Return Plan. Please know that our plans remain flexible and responsive to any future guidance from these sources. 

 
Safe Return Protocols and Virtual or Remote Instruction Plan 2022-2023: 

 

 A return to full-time, in-person learning for all students is planned to start on Thursday, September 1, 2022. As 
announced by Governor Murphy, virtual learning is not an option for students this school year unless school is 
forced to close for a state of emergency. 
 

  If a student tests positive for COVID-19, they will be able to participate in asynchronous learning using Google 
Classroom in order to maintain their learning. 

 At this time, masks are not required. Masks are optional for all staff, students, and visitors while in the 
school building. Masks are also optional on school buses 

 A “Healthy” Pledge form must be completed for all staff and students at the start of the school year. 
Parents pledge to monitor their child’s health daily and to keep students who are experiencing symptoms of 
COVID-19 home. 

 Positive COVID-19 cases must be reported to the school health office (Sandy Sanchez, School Nurse, 908-832-
7200 ext. 28).  If your child has COVID-19 like symptoms, we recommend they be tested. 

 Students, staff, and visitors exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will be isolated and sent home. 

 HPS will continue to follow the New Jersey Department of Health recommendation for positive COVID-19 cases.  
If a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, they must stay home for five (5) days from the onset of 
symptoms. Staff and students may return to school as long as individuals are 24 hours fever free, and masks are 
recommended for an additional five (5) days. 

 While we remain on the lookout for outbreaks of COVID-19 at HPS, we are no longer engaging in contact tracing 
or implementing any quarantines for close contacts of positive cases. 

 Handwashing and hand sanitizing will continue to take place throughout the school day and as part of the 
school day routine. 

 Enhanced cleaning, disinfecting and ventilation protocols will be maintained throughout the school year. 

 *In the event that the Hunterdon Preparatory School is forced to close for a state of emergency, and 
required to provide remote instruction, students will be provided with no fewer than four hours of 
instruction and instruction will not extend beyond the hours of a typical on-site learning day.  Instruction 
will take place via synchronous remote instruction and asynchronous learning. 

 * Technology needs of the students will be addressed individually. In the event that a student does not 
have access to a device (laptop/Chromebook) or is in need of Internet connection, the student will be 
provided means by the Hunterdon Preparatory School and at no cost to the family.  Students who are in 
need of network access or in need of devices will be assisted by our technology department. 

 * Food Services-If applicable under the current FDA lunch opportunities program, the student’s sending 
district is responsible for the distribution of lunch.  Parents are invited to contact their sending district for 
details. 

 
As you are aware, the COVID-19 landscape is fluid. Hunterdon Preparatory School puts the health and safety of its 
community as its priority. As such, we will continue to respond to the guidance and expertise of those involved in public 
health and safety in order to keep this commitment. Please address your questions or concerns regarding our safe return 
to school to Christopher Schumann, Principal, cschumann@hunterdonprep.org. 
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